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Motorcoach Safety 
 

Motorcoaches are intercity passenger buses that carry a driver and up to 55 passengers.  Nearly 

605 million motor coach trips were taken in 2013.
1
  Students (21%) and senior citizens (28.3%) 

account for nearly half of all journeys taken on motorcoaches.
2
 

 

Motorcoach Crashes: A Serious Transportation Safety Problem 
 

 The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has investigated numerous fatal 

crashes involving motorcoaches beginning with an incident in 1968 in Baker, California 

which resulted in 19 passenger fatalities.
3
   

 

 In 1971, the NSTB recommended that all intercity buses be equipped with seat belts after 

concluding that the lack of basic occupant protection features contributes to the severity 

of crashes involving these vehicles.
4
   

 

 Occupant ejection, especially in a rollover crash, is a major safety issue in motorcoaches.   

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), more than 

half of the deaths in motorcoach crashes are the result of occupant ejections.
5
 

 

 Since 1990, when Advocates first started tracking this critical safety issue, there have 

been more than 200 crashes and fires resulting in at least 366 deaths and 3,746 injuries 

including notable crashes in New Orleans, Louisiana (1999), Atlanta, Georgia (2007), 

Mexican Hat, Utah (2008) and Orland, California (2014).
6
  

 

 Advocates estimates that the cost of equipping new motorcoaches with lifesaving safety 

features is only about 10 cents per passenger per trip.
7
 

 

 In response to catastrophic crashes resulting in unnecessary and unacceptable deaths and 

injuries across the country, bipartisan legislation was introduced in the 111th and 112th 

Congress, the Motorcoach Enhanced Safety Act (MESA).
8
  The lead sponsors of the bill 

were Senators Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) and 

Representatives John Lewis (D-GA) and Ted Poe (R-TX). 

 

 Provisions of MESA were included in the surface transportation authorization bill, the 

Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act or MAP-21 that was enacted into law 

in July of 2012.
9
 

 

 MAP-21 represented the first-ever comprehensive approach to address overdue and 

ignored NTSB safety recommendations on motorcoach occupant protection and operating 

safety.   
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 Included in the legislation were requirements to issue new safety standards mandating 

seatbelts and rollover crash avoidance technology in new motorcoaches as well as 

improvements in structural integrity for roof strength and passenger ejection prevention.   

 

o In November of 2013, NHTSA issued the final rule requiring seatbelts on all new 

motorcoaches by November of 2016.
10

   

 

o The final rules regarding rollover crash avoidance, structural integrity and 

passenger ejection prevention were due in October of 2014 but have yet to be 

issued by NHTSA.
11

  

 

 Operating safety provisions contained in MAP-21 included the requirement that 

motorcoach companies be assigned safety fitness ratings and improved public access to 

those ratings.
12

  The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has yet to 

issue a safety rating for all carriers but has launched a safer bus mobile application that 

can be found here: http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/lookbeforeyoubook 
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