Large Trucks
3,964 people were killed and 95,000 people were injured in crashes involving large trucks in 2013.1
In the previous 10 years (2004-2013), more than 43,000 people were killed and nearly one million
were injured in crashes involving large trucks.2 Every year on average, over 4,000 people are killed
and nearly 100,000 are injured in large truck crashes.3 Of those killed in 2013, 71 percent were
occupants of other vehicles in crashes involving large trucks, 11 percent were non-occupants
(pedestrians, pedalcyclists, etc.), and only 17 percent were occupants of large trucks.4 Large truck
crash fatalities increased again from 2012 to 2013.5 This follows a 9 percent increase in 2010, a 3
percent increase in 2011 and a 4 percent in 2012, for a combined increase in large truck involved
crash fatalities of 17 percent since 2009, while the overall number of traffic fatalities for all
motor vehicles declined by 3 percent over that same time.6 Similarly, the number of people injured
in large truck involved crashes increased by 28 percent since 2009 while the total number of people
injured in all traffic crashes only increased by 4 percent.7
LARGE TRUCK SAFETY FACTS
•

Annual truck crash fatalities are equivalent to a major airplane crash every other week of the
year.

•

The annual cost to society from crashes involving commercial motor vehicles is estimated to
be over $99 billion.8

•

A January 2015 nationwide survey conducted by Harper Polling found that 76 percent of
respondents oppose longer and heavier trucks.9 Similarly, a May 2013 public opinion poll by
Lake Research Partners found that 68 percent of Americans oppose heavier trucks and 88
percent of Americans do not want to pay higher taxes for the damage caused by heavier
trucks.10

•

Tractor-trailers moving at 60 mph are required to stop in 310 feet – the length of a football
field – once the brakes are applied.11 Actual stopping distances are often much longer due to
driver response time before braking and the common problem that truck brakes are often not
in top working condition.
o In 2014, violations related to tires and/or brakes accounted for 5 of the top 10 most
common vehicle out-of-service (OOS) violations.12

•

More than one in every five trucks that is inspected is placed out of service for vehicle
deficiencies that prevent it from continuing to operate.13

•

In fatal two-vehicle crashes between a large truck and a passenger motor vehicle, 96 percent
of the fatalities were occupants of the passenger vehicle.14
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•

Overweight trucks disproportionately damage our badly deteriorated roads and bridges.
An 18,000 pound truck axle does over 3,000 times more damage to pavement than a typical
passenger vehicle axle.15

•

Thirty-two percent of America’s major roads are in poor or mediocre condition and 25
percent of our bridges are structurally deficient or functionally obsolete.16 The Federal
Highway Administration estimates that $146 billion in capital investment would be needed
on an annual basis over the next 20 years to significantly improve conditions and
performance.17

•

Increasing the weight of a heavy truck by only 10 percent increases bridge damage by 33
percent.18 The FHWA estimated that the investment backlog for bridges, to address all costbeneficial bridge needs, is $106.4 billion. The U.S. would need to increase annual funding
for bridges by 18 percent over current spending levels to eliminate the bridge backlog by
2030.19

•

The U.S. taxpayer unfairly subsidizes bigger, heavier trucks:
o According to the FHWA, a truck weighing over 80,000 pounds only pays between 40
and 50 percent of its cost responsibility.20
o The 2007 Transportation for Tomorrow report, mandated by Congress, confirmed
that heavy trucks were underpaying their fair share for highway use, that user fee
fairness could be achieved through weight-distance taxes, that heavy trucks should
pay an infrastructure damage fee, and that the Heavy Vehicle Use Tax—which only
contributes $1 billion annually to the Highway Trust Fund—had not been changed
since the early 1980s.21

•

The nation’s deteriorating surface transportation infrastructure has severe effects on
America’s economy. The American Society of Civil Engineers found the cost to the
economy from the state of the surface transportation infrastructure will be approximately
877,000 jobs lost and suppressed GDP growth of $897 billion by the year 2020. Further, the
impact on each American family’s budget would be $3,100 per year, based on lower
earnings and higher spending.22

•

Research and experience show that allowing bigger, heavier trucks will not result in fewer
trucks:
o Since 1982, when Congress last increased the gross vehicle weight limit, truck
registrations have increased 91 percent.23
o Increases in truck size and weights over more than 35 years have never resulted in
fewer heavier trucks on the roads.24

•

Heavy trucks account for 17 percent of our nation’s transportation energy use.25

•

Trucks with heavier gross weights require larger engines that decrease fuel economy on a
miles-per-gallon basis.26
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