i ADVOCATES

November 13, 2023

The Honorable Erika Geiss, Chair

The Honorable Veronica Klinefelt, Majority Vice Chair
The Honorable Joe Bellino, Minority Vice Chair
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee

Michigan State Senate

PO Box 30036

Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Chair Geiss, Vice Chair Klinefelt and Vice Chair Bellino:

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates), an alliance of consumer, safety, law enforcement,
medical and public health groups, and insurance companies and agents working to advance laws proven
to prevent crashes, deaths and injuries on our roads and contain related costs, thanks you for holding a
hearing on House Bill (HB) 4132. This bill would allow automated speed enforcement (AE) in active
work zones on highways and streets under the jurisdiction of the Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT). We urge you to advance HB 4132 to implement this proven, lifesaving technology and join
neighboring states Indiana and Ohio in permitting the use of speed safety cameras.

In 2022, 1,133' people were killed in traffic crashes in Michigan according to an estimate from the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), a 15 percent increase since 2019." An
additional 5,979 people suffered serious injuries on Michigan roads in 2021." In 2021, speeding was a
factor in 28 percent of motor vehicle deaths in Michigan.V Additionally, the Wolverine State incurred
$12.3 billion in economic harm due to motor vehicle crashes according to a 2019 analysis.” Traffic
safety is a serious issue in urgent need of proven solutions.

Work zones carry a unique danger. In 2022, 4,393 crashes occurred in Michigan work zones, including
16 fatalities (13 were motorists) and 54 serious injuries."'

Crash tests show that speed upticks of even five to ten miles-per-hour (mph) greatly escalate a driver’s
risk of injury or death."" Speed increases also immensely impact pedestrians and other vulnerable road
users (VRUs). The average risk of death for a pedestrian is 10 percent at an impact speed of 23 mph, 25
percent at 32 mph, and 50 percent at 42 mph."" Further, drivers who speed have been shown to exhibit
additional deadly driving behaviors; more than half (51 percent) of speeding passenger vehicle drivers in
fatal crashes were unbuckled, compared to 23 percent of non-speeding drivers.™

Speed safety cameras are proven to deter speeding and its impact and are recommended for state and
local adoption by both the National Transportation Safety Board* (NTSB) and the Federal Highway
Administration® (FWHA). A study by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (ITHS) found that
speed safety cameras alone resulted in a 19 percent reduction in the likelihood that a crash resulted in a
fatal or incapacitating injury." Similarly, the U.S. Department of Transportation found that AE reduces
fatalities and injuries by 20-37 percent and is particularly effective in school and construction zones.*'"
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Furthermore, changes resulting from the enactment of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Pub.
L. 117-58) now permit use of certain federal funds for AE programs in school and work zones.

Law enforcement risk their lives when performing their duties on the roadways every day, and it is
implausible for law enforcement officers to be everywhere and catch every violation. Properly executed
AE augments traditional enforcement without requiring a traffic stop.

Furthermore, HB 4132 includes equity considerations through robust reporting requirements that will
allow both chambers’ Transportation Committees and the public to quickly become aware of any inequities

that may need redress. It also is tailored in its application only to MDOT maintained roads.

Advocates urges you to support HB 4132 to employ speed safety cameras to save lives. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

(Gt i

Catherine Chase
President
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