-i ADVOCATES

February 26, 2024

The Honorable Liz Krueger, Chair

The Honorable Thomas O’Mara, Ranking Member
Senate Finance Committee

New York State Legislature

Legislative Office Building

Albany, New York 12248

Dear Chair Krueger and Ranking Member O’Mara:

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates), an alliance of consumer, safety, medical, public health and law
enforcement groups and insurance companies working together to pass highway and auto safety laws that prevent crashes,
save lives, reduce injuries, and contain costs, supports enactment of Sammy’s Law as part of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2024-
2025 state budget in Senate Bill (SB) 8308/Assembly Bill (AB) 8808. A provision for language consistent with Sammy’s
Law was included in Governor Kathy Hochul’s proposed budget to improve safety by permitting cities with a population
over one million people to decrease speed limits from 25 to 20 miles per hour (mph) on residential streets. This safety
upgrade is critical and timely.

Speeding is a major contributor to crashes in New York and disproportionately affects the Empire State. While speeding is
a factor in 29' percent of crashes nationally, 36 percent of crashes in the state note speeding as a factor. New York ranks in
the top dozen states for its high percentage of speed-related crash fatalities." In 2021, of the 1,157 traffic fatalities in the
state, 418 were speeding related.” Moreover, urban areas are particularly at risk as 78 percent of the state’s traffic
fatalities occurred in urban areas." In addition to being tragic, the preventable deaths resulting from speeding are costly.
New York incurred nearly $24 billion in economic harm, which is equivalent to a $1,214 per resident “crash tax”
according to a 2019 analysis."

Excess speed contributes to both the frequency and severity of motor vehicle crashes and proves especially dangerous for
vulnerable road users (VRU) such as pedestrians, bicyclists and roadside first responders who lack the protective structure
of a vehicle. Small increases in speed cause serious declines in safety. The average risk of death for a pedestrian is 10
percent at an impact speed of 23 mph, 25 percent at 32 mph, and 50 percent at 42 mph."' Lowering speed limits is a
proven strategy. A 2022 study of speed limit reductions in Seattle, WA, found a five-mph decrease in the speed limit was
associated with a 17 percent reduction in downtown crashes involving a police-reported injury." Similarly, on high-
capacity urban roads which are not expressways, Seattle experienced a 20 percent decline in crashes resulting in a police-
reported injury .

The efficacy of lower speeds also is demonstrated by outcomes of converse scenarios when speed limits are increased. A
study found that from 1993-2017, a five-mph increase in state speed limits led to 37,000 more traffic deaths.”*

Sammy’s Law will increase safety and decrease crash risk while curbing related costs. We urge you to retain and advance
this language in SB 8308/AB 8808 in the FY 2024-2025 budget.

Sincerely,

(i

Catherine Chase, President
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