
1 

 

 
 

April 15, 2024 

 

The Honorable Sam Graves, Chair 

The Honorable Rick Larsen, Ranking Member 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure  

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Dear Chairman Graves and Ranking Member Larsen: 

 

Thank you for convening the roundtable entitled “Artificial Intelligence in Transportation.”   

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates) appreciates the opportunity to provide 

input on this important issue. 

 

Motor Vehicle Deaths are Historically High 

 

The carnage and expense borne from crashes on our roadways is unacceptable.  On average, 116 

people were killed every day on roads in the U.S. in 2022,1 totaling just over 42,500 fatalities.  

An additional 2.38 million people were injured.2  This represents a 29 percent increase in deaths 

in just a decade.3  Early projections for 2023 traffic fatalities remain high.4 In addition to vehicle 

occupants, other road users experienced upturns in deaths.  Pedestrian fatalities grew by one 

percent, and bicyclist deaths were up 13 percent from 2021 to 2022.5   

 

In 2022, 5,936 people were killed and over 160,000 people were injured in crashes involving 

large trucks.6  Since 2009, the number of fatalities in large truck crashes has increased by 76 

percent.7  In that same timespan, the number of people injured in crashes involving large trucks 

increased by 117 percent.8  In fatal two-vehicle crashes between a large truck and a passenger 

 
1  Overview of Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes in 2022, NHTSA, Apr. 2024, DOT HS 813 560. (Overview 2022). 
2  Overview 2022. 
3  Traffic Safety Facts 2021: A Compilation of Motor Vehicle Crash Data, NHTSA, Dec. 2023, DOT HS 813 527, 

(Annual Report 2021); and Overview 2022; [comparing 2013 to 2022]. 
4    Traffic Safety Facts: Crash Stats, Early Estimate of Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities in 2023, NHTSA, Apr. 2024, 

DOT HS 813 561. 
5  Overview 2022. 
6    Overview of Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes in 2021, NHTSA, Apr. 2023, DOT HS 813 435.  
7    Overview 2022 and Annual Report 2021.  Note, the 76 percent figure represents the overall change in the 

number of fatalities in large truck involved crashes from 2009 to 2021.  However, between 2015 and 2016 there 

was a change in data collection at U.S. DOT that could affect this calculation.  From 2009 to 2015 the number of 

fatalities in truck-involved crashes increased by 21 percent, and between 2016 to 2022, it increased by 27 

percent. 
8    Overview 2022 and Annual Report 2021.  Note, the 117 percent figure represents the overall change in the 

number of people injured in large truck involved crashes from 2009 to 2022.  However, between 2015 and 2016 

there was a change in data collection at U.S. DOT that could affect this calculation.  From 2009 to 2015 the 



2 

 

motor vehicle, 97 percent of the fatalities were occupants of the passenger vehicle.9  The cost to 

society from crashes involving large trucks and buses was estimated to be $128 billion in 2021, 

the latest year for which data is available.10  When adjusted solely for inflation, this figure 

amounts to over $151 billion.11   

 

Advocates Consistently Promotes Proven Technology to Save Lives and Prevent Injuries 

 

Advocates always has enthusiastically championed proven vehicle safety technology and for 

good reason -- it is one of the most effective strategies for preventing deaths and injuries.  The 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has estimated that between 1960 and 

2012, over 600,000 lives have been saved by motor vehicle safety technologies.12  In 1991, 

Advocates led the coalition that supported enactment of the bipartisan Intermodal Surface 

Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 199113 which included a mandate for front seat 

airbags as standard equipment.  As a result, by 1997, every new car sold in the United States was 

equipped with this technology and the lives saved have been significant.  Airbags have saved an 

estimated 50,457 lives from 1987 to 2017, according to NHTSA.14    

 

Advocates continued to build on this success by supporting additional proven lifesaving 

technologies as standard equipment in all vehicles in other federal legislation and regulatory 

proposals.  These efforts include: tire pressure monitoring systems;15 rear outboard 3-point safety 

belts;16 electronic stability control;17 rear safety belt reminder systems;18 brake transmission 

interlocks;19 safety belts on motorcoaches;20 rear-view cameras;21 safer power window 

switches;22 advanced driver assistance systems (ADAS);23 advanced impaired driving prevention 

 
number of people injured in truck-involved crashes increased by 59 percent, and between 2016 to 2022, it 

increased by 19 percent. 
9  Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), Large Trucks. See: https://www.iihs.org/topics/fatality-

statistics/detail/large-trucks. 
10  2023 Pocket Guide to Large Truck and Bus Statistics, FMCSA, Dec. 2023, RRA-23-003. 
11  CPI Inflation Calculator, BLS, Jan. 2021 to Jan. 2024, available at 

https://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm. 
12   Lives Saved by Vehicle Safety Technologies and Associated Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, 1960 to 

2012, DOT HS 812 069 (NHTSA, 2015); See also, NHTSA AV Policy, Executive Summary, p. 5 endnote 1. 
13   Pub. L. 102-240 (Dec. 18, 1991). 
14   Traffic Safety Facts 2018, A Compilation of Motor Vehicle Crash Data, DOT HS 812 981, NHTSA (Nov. 2020). 
15  Transportation Recall Enhancement, Accountability, and Documentation (TREAD) Act, Pub. L. 106-414 (Nov. 

1, 2000). 
16  Anton’s Law, Pub. L. 107-318 (Dec. 4, 2002). 
17  Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), Pub. L.  

109-59 (Aug. 10, 2005). 
18  Id. 
19  Id. 
20  Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) Act, Pub. L. 112-141 (Jan. 3, 2012). 
21  Cameron Gulbransen Kids Transportation Safety Act of 2007, Pub. L. 110-189 (Feb. 28, 2008). 
22  Id. 
23  Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Pub. L. 117-58 (Nov. 15, 2021). 
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technology;24 rear designated seating position alert (“hot cars”);25 enhanced vehicle hood and 

bumpers to better protect vulnerable road users;26 and, advanced head lamps.27   

 

While Advocates supports the deployment of technology verified by independent research to 

prevent crashes and reduce the resulting deaths and injuries, we are concerned that the 

implementation of Artificial Intelligence (AI) into our Nation’s transportation system without 

proper safeguards and regulations could needlessly jeopardize public safety.  As evidenced by 

several fatal crashes involving cars equipped with automated driving systems (ADS) and partial 

driving automation technology, federal regulations are essential to ensuring developing 

technologies work as needed to prevent crashes, fatalities and injuries, perform as the user 

expects and as necessary for systems that require an alert driver, and do not present an 

unreasonable risk to drivers and passengers as well as those outside of the vehicle including 

emergency responders.28  A people-and safety-first approach to development and deployment of 

self-driving systems is necessary, and this proactive path is achievable as demonstrated by the 

AV Tenets (Encls.).  

 

Thank you for your consideration of these issues.  We look forward to continuing to work with 

you to improve safety on our Nation’s roadways. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catherine Chase, President 

 

cc: Members of the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

 

 

Encls.: Testimony from Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety for hearing before the Subcommittee on  

            Highways and Transit on September 13, 2023, entitled “The Future of Automated Commercial  

            Motor Vehicles: Impacts on Society, the Supply Chain, and U.S. Economic Leadership.”  

            AV Tenets. 

 
24  Id. 
25  Id. 
26  Id. 
27  Id.  
28  The National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, Pub. L. 89-563 (1966). 
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