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HIGHWAY SAFETY ADVOCATES

March 14, 2025

The Honorable Glenn Youngkin
Governor

Commonwealth of Virginia

3rd Floor

Patrick Henry Building

1111 East Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23219

Dear Governor Youngkin:

Thank you for your leadership to make Virginia’s roads safer. On behalf of our organizations, we urge
you to sign HB 2096 into law. This legislation will prevent speeding in the Commonwealth by
establishing an Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA) Program within the Virginia Alcohol Safety Action
Program (VASAP).

Speeding is the number one factor in traffic fatalities in Virginia, accounting for 49.5% of all traffic
deaths in 2023. There were 25,274 speed-related crashes, 449 deaths and 13,474 injuries. (Source:
Virginia Traffic Safety Facts 2023). According to a report from the Virginia State Crime Commission
released last August, there was a 39% increase in speed-related fatalities in 2022 compared to
2017.

Whether it’s 128 miles per hour in Louisa County, 131 miles per hour in Norfolk, or 133 miles per
hour in Virginia Beach, Virginia State Troopers “stop those types of speeds every single day," said
Sgt. Michelle Anaya with Virginia State Police.

Virginia's speeding problem has garnered national attention: In 2021, Virginia ranked second in the
nation for the highest number of speeding tickets, with 15.76% of drivers having at least one



https://vscc.virginia.gov/Annual%20Reports/2023%20VSCC%20Annual%20Report-%20Motor%20Vehicle%20Pedestrian%20and%20Bicylists%20Fatalities.pdf
https://www.wric.com/news/virginia-news/vsp-trooper-clocks-driver-going-128-mph/
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/traffic/speeding-ticket-131-mph-in-a-55-mph-zone-reckless-driving/291-9faad453-63bb-4306-bc90-7741acf46c13
https://wset.com/news/local/driver-caught-speeding-at-133-mph-in-virginia-state-police-december-2024
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/traffic/driver-speeding-133-mph-virginia-beach/291-6a7671c8-bf1e-4d6e-b068-663f8e2b0bee
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/traffic/driver-speeding-133-mph-virginia-beach/291-6a7671c8-bf1e-4d6e-b068-663f8e2b0bee
https://info.nnins.com/blog/virginia-ranks-as-top-state-for-speeding-and-reckless-driving

speeding infraction on record. By 2023, Virginia became the state with the most reckless drivers in
the country, with a rate almost three times the national average. Between 2022 and 2023, there was
a 10.5% increase in speed-related fatalities on rural roads in Virginia.

Nationally, 38 percent of all fatal speeding crashes involved drunk drivers. The linkage between
substance-impaired driving behaviors like drunk and drugged driving with speeding is indisputable.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) in 2022, alcohol
impairment was found to be more common among speeding drivers in fatal traffic crashes than
those drivers who were not speeding. Thirty-eight percent of speeding drivers involved in fatal
crashes had BACs of .08 g/dL or greater, while 18 percent of non-speeding drivers were in this BAC
range.

Traditionally, people who are repeatedly convicted of speeding, or those driving recklessly, face
license suspension or even jail. But, in addition to the unintended consequences of potential job
loss and family stress, the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators estimates that
75% of people continue to drive on a suspended license.

HB 2096 allows judges to require drivers convicted of reckless driving, racing, and people who have
their driver’s licenses suspended for speeding to install and use technology that limits a motor
vehicle’s speed based on the applicable speed limits and obtain a restricted driver’s license. The
legislation also requires people convicted of driving in excess of 100 miles per hour to utilize the
speed limiting technology with a restricted driver’s license. This type of technology has been used
for more than 30 years on commercial fleets. When used properly, it makes it nearly impossible for
a chronic speeding offender to exceed the speed limit and gives the driver a chance to change their
unsafe driving behavior.

Speeding makes collisions more deadly because even modest increases in speed cause large
increases in crash energy. By limiting a driver’s speed to the posted speed limit, Virginia can prevent
crashes and save lives or mitigate harm when a crash does occur.

AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety’s 2023 National Traffic Safety Culture Index Survey shows a major
disconnect between drivers’ perceptions and actions with regard to speeding:

e 61% of respondents think driving 10 mph over the posted speed limit on residential streets
is very or extremely dangerous but 36% reported doing it anyway

e 49% of respondents reported speeding 15 mph above the speed limit on freeways is
very/extremely dangerous, but 49% said they do it anyway.

In 2024, the District of Columbia passed legislation to require devices for people whose licenses
have been suspended for speeding. Similar legislation has also been introduced this year in
Maryland and other states. We urge enactment of HB 2096 to ensure that Virginia takes the lead in
preventing speed-related traffic fatalities.

Sincerely,

Catherine Chase, President, Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety
cchase@saferoads.org


https://info.nnins.com/blog/virginia-ranks-as-top-state-for-speeding-and-reckless-driving
mailto:cchase@saferoads.org

Mike McGinn, Executive Director, America Walks
mike@americawalks.org

Debbie Jennings, Director of Highway Safety & Special Projects, Chesapeake Region Safety Council
debbie@chesapeakesc.org

Christy King, Christopher King Foundation

christopherkingfoundation@gmail.com

Amy Cohen, Co-Founder & President, Families for Safe Streets
amy@familiesforsafestreets.org

Sandy Spavone, CEO, FCCLA
sspavone@fcclainc.org

Natalie Draisin, Director, North American Office & United Nations Representative, FIA Foundation
n.draisin@fiafoundation.org

Ken Denton, Chief Legislative and Regulatory Affairs Officer, LifeSafer
kdenton@scramsystems.com

Bryna Clark-Braverman, Regional Executive Director, MADD Mid Atlantic
bryna.clarkbraverman@madd.org

Lorraine M. Martin, President and CEO, National Safety Council
Alaina.Dahlquist@nsc.org

Kelly Poulsen, Senior Vice President for Government Relations, Responsibility.org
Kelly.poulsen@responsibility.org

Jay Hightman, President, Ride for Robyn
Jay@hightman.org

Brandy Nannini, Chief Government Affairs Officer, Smart Start
Brandy.Nannini@smartstartinc.com

Leah Shahum, Executive Director, Vision Zero Network
leah@visionzeronetwork.org

Elizabeth Kiker, Executive Director, Washington Area Bicyclists Association
Elizabeth.kiker@waba.org

Candace Lightner, President and Founder, We Save Lives
clightner@wesavelives.org
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