ADVOCATES

July 30, 2025

The Honorable Buffy Wicks, Chair

The Honorable Kate Sanchez, Vice Chair
Assembly Committee on Appropriations
California State Assembly

1021 O Street, Suite 8220

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Chair Wicks and Vice Chair Sanchez:

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates), an alliance of consumer, safety, medical, public health and
law enforcement groups and insurance companies working together to pass highway and auto safety laws that
prevent crashes, save lives, reduce injuries, and contain costs, supports Senate Bill (SB) 572 to require
manufacturers of Level 2 advanced driver assistance system (ADAS) vehicles to report collisions to the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) if the federal government ceases requiring crash reporting. Automated
systems in Level 2 ADAS vehicles can assist the driver with some parts of the driving task but require the driver
to continue to be actively engaged and alert.

Currently, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Standing General Order (SGO) 2021-
01 requires vehicle and equipment manufacturers and operators of autonomous driving systems (ADS) and Level
2 ADAS system vehicles to report collisions under specified conditions. The NHTSA makes this data publicly
available on their website, and the agency can use these data to respond to crashes that raise safety concerns about
the technology through further investigation and enforcement. According to NHTSA data, California has the most
crashes involving Level 2 ADAS vehicles — 881, which is over 600 more crashes than any other state.!

SB 572 will ensure oversight of driver assistance technology and improve transparency, accountability, and safety
on California’s roadways.

Thank you for your consideration of this important traffic safety issue.
Sincerely,

(A o

Catherine Chase
President

cc: Assembly Appropriations Committee members

i “Standing General Order on Crash Reporting”, NHTSA Website, https://www.nhtsa.gov/laws-regulations/standing-general-order-crash-reporting, last
accessed July 30, 2025.
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