
   

 

 

      

 
 

 

 

 
November 11, 2025      
                         
The Honorable Dora E. Drake 
Room 126 South 
State Capitol 
PO Box 7882 
Madison, WI 53707 
 
Dear Senator Drake: 
 
On behalf of our organizations, we urge your support of SB 248/AB 258, which would improve 

Wisconsin’s OWI law by allowing people convicted of repeat OWI and those convicted of OWI with a 

high blood alcohol concentration (BAC) level to install an ignition interlock sooner and obtain a 

restricted license. This is a best practice since the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators 

estimates that 75 percent of people continue to drive on a suspended license.  

 

Additionally, this proposal provides for extended time on the device when OWI offenders are violating 

the terms of the program repeatedly or attempting to bypass, circumvent or tamper with the device. 

This extra period of time immediately before a OWI offender’s unrestricted driving privilege is reinstated 

gives the person the opportunity to prove they have changed their behavior and are driving safely. This 

addition is nationally recognized as a best practice that shows significant reductions in OWI recidivism 

and traffic fatalities due to alcohol-impaired driving. 

 
In Wisconsin, OWI is on the rise. In 2024, there were 7,066 impaired driving related crashes according to 

the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. Based on data from the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration, there were 583 alcohol-impaired driving deaths in 2023 in Wisconsin. Ignition interlocks 

are one of the most effective countermeasures to stop impaired driving. Studies show that ignition 

interlocks reduce recidivism—by up to 70%— among all offenders while they are installed.  

 

From 2006 to 2023, in Wisconsin, ignition interlocks have prevented OWI offenders from attempting to 
drink and drive more than 3 million times. SB 248/AB 258 protects people on the roadways while still 
allowing drivers with repeat and high BAC OWI convictions to safely continue driving and meeting family 
and work obligations. We urge you to quickly pass this legislation. It will save lives. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Nick Jarmusz, Public Affairs Director, AAA  

njjarmusz@acg.aaa.com 

 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/ignitioninterlocks_811883_112619.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/impaired-driving/media/pdfs/Ignition-Interlock_Successful_Practices_for_States-a_1.pdf
mailto:njjarmusz@acg.aaa.com


   

 

Catherine Chase, President, Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety 

cchase@saferoads.org 

 

Andy Deloney, Senior Vice President & Head of State Public Policy, Distilled Spirits Council of the United 

States  

Andy.Deloney@distilledspirits.org 

 

Erin Doherty, Regional Executive Director, MADD Wisconsin 

erin.doherty@madd.org  

 

Dr. Darrin Grondel, Director, National Alliance to Stop Impaired Driving 

Darrin.grondel@responsibility.org  

 

Lorraine Martin, CEO, National Safety Council 

Zachary.Radford@nsc.org 

 

Kelly Poulsen, Vice President of Government Relations, Responsibility.org 

Kelly.Poulsen@Responsibility.org 

 

Charlotte Sawyer, Board Member, Safety and Advocacy for Empowerment 

charlotte@safedrive.org 
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