ADVOCATES

January 27, 2026

The Honorable Quang H. Nguyen, Chair
The Honorable Khyl Powell, Vice Chair
House Judiciary Committee

Arizona House of Representatives

1700 West Washington Street

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Dear Chair Nguyen and Vice Chair Powell:

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates), an alliance of consumer, safety, medical, public health and law
enforcement groups and insurance companies working together to pass highway and auto safety laws that prevent crashes,
save lives, reduce injuries, and contain costs, supports enactment of House Bill (HB) 2417 to establish an intelligent speed
assistance (ISA) program. Use of ISA by individuals convicted of specified or repeat offenses would be required to drive
during license suspension. Installation of an ISA device would prevent the offender’s vehicle from speeding and is an
alternative to license suspension which still allows driving for daily tasks such as taking children to school or going to
work or medical appointments. This safety upgrade is critical and timely.

In 2024, there were an overall estimated 1,250" traffic fatalities in Arizona according to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), which is a 39 percent increase since 2015.% Speeding is a major factor leading to traffic
fatalities, contributing to 34 percent (417) of traffic fatalities in the state in 2024, and speeding related fatalities in Arizona
increased 39 percent from 2015 to 2024.3

ISA is technology that can identify the speed limit in real time and limit the speed of vehicles exceeding the specified
threshold, which in this bill’s case is the posted speed limit. A recent study on an ISA pilot program in New York City
which involved 500 city fleet vehicles and over 2.9 million miles of driving showed ISA produced a 64 percent reduction
in overall time spent speeding (more than 11 mph over limit), including an 82 percent reduction in time spent speeding on
higher-speed roads (50 mph).* Due to the program’s success, it is now being expanded to 2,100 vehicles.’

This technology is urgently needed because excess speed contributes to both the frequency and severity of motor vehicle
crashes and proves especially dangerous for vulnerable road users such as pedestrians, bicyclists and roadside first
responders who lack the protective structure of a vehicle. Small increases in speed cause serious declines in safety. The
average risk of death for a pedestrian is 10 percent at an impact speed of 23 mph, 25 percent at 32 mph, and 50 percent at
42 mph.° Vehicle occupants suffer its impacts as well, crash tests showed that modest five to 10 mile-per-hour (mph)
increases in speed can have a severe impact on a driver’s risk of injury or death.’

We strongly urge the passage of HB 2417. Last year Washington and Virginia became the first states to enact ISA laws,
following the District of Columbia doing so in 2024, and many states have pending ISA legislation this year ranging from
California to Tennessee. Arizona can become a leader in this emerging safety trend and save lives by enacting HB 2417.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Catherine Chase, President

cc: House Judiciary Committee members
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