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March 5, 2026 

The Honorable Scott Surovell 
Chair, Senate Courts of Justice Committee 
Senate of Virginia 
P. O. Box 396 
Richmond, VA 23218 

Dear Chairman Surovell,  

Thank you for your leadership in increasing traffic safety in Virginia. On behalf of our organizations, we 
are proud to support HB 561, to modernize DUI penalties, increase public safety, and recognize realities 
of life without a license.  

HB 561 expands the mandated usage of VASAP and interlock ignition devices (IID) and empowers judges 
to require VASAP and IID usage with a restricted driver’s license rather than simply mandating hard 
license suspension periods for certain pre-conviction and post-conviction drivers. 

The hard driver’s license revocation period is the waiting period that a person must complete before 
being allowed to install an IID. It is an outdated and ineffective penalty that most offenders disregard.  
Importantly, federal law no longer requires hard license suspensions or revocation periods. Instead, 
allowing people to obtain an IID restricted license for the duration of a person’s license suspension is a 
best practice that increases safety on the roads and makes IIDs more effective, according to Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving (MADD), the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA), and 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). According to AAMVA’s Reducing Suspended 
Drivers and Alternative Reinstatement Best Practices Edition 3: 

• Over 75% of suspended or revoked drivers continue to drive. 
• About 34% of drivers suspended for highway safety reasons commit moving violations while 

suspended, versus about 17% of those suspended for non-highway safety reasons.  

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/r12sjf8t/production/aa5ecb4ec81ff858e0c65665839428ccae1082f9.pdf
https://www.aamva.org/getmedia/9668cdc8-2471-40b7-9a61-04fa4f5e5348/Ignition-Interlock-Program-Best-Practices-Guide-Edition-3_final.pdf
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/ignitioninterlocks_811883_0.pdf
https://www.aamva.org/getmedia/b92cc79d-560f-4def-879c-6d6e430e4f4d/Reducing-Suspended-Drivers-and-Alternat%20ive-
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• Approximately one in five traffic fatalities in the U.S. involve a driver who is suspended or who 
has no license at all, according to the Transportation Research Board of the National Academies.  

• Reducing law enforcement encounters with suspended drivers allows an increase in availability 
to respond to service calls and other proactive highway safety activities. 

 

As noted in NHTSA’s IID policy toolkit,  “Ignition interlocks permit offenders to retain or regain legal 
driving status, thus enabling them to maintain employment and manage familial and court-ordered 
responsibilities that require driving. This is a particularly relevant benefit, as many offenders without 
interlocks drive illegally on a suspended/revoked license, often after drinking. The installation of an 
interlock on the offender’s vehicle reduces the probability of this occurring, thereby improving public 
safety.” 

An evaluation of Ontario’s law found that a reduced suspension program increased installation rates 
from 45 to 70 percent among eligible first-time offenders (Ma et al., 2016). 

In its model IID legislation, MADD states the following: “There is no need for a hard license suspension 
period following a drunk driving arrest. The sooner a drunk driver is on an interlock device the better as 
up to 75 percent of drunk drivers drive illegally on a suspended license.” 

HB 561 also allows judges to require IIDs for people under 21 years of age who are convicted of first and 
second offense DUI (18.2-266.1 and 18.270.1).  Studies show that early intervention, education through 
VASAP, and use of IIDs can curb behavior in young people and adults and help reinforce safer driving. 

As you know, IIDs are a critical part of Virginia’s impaired driving laws. According to the Virginia 
Department of Motor Vehicles data, in 2024, there were 6,767 reported alcohol-related crashes, 318 
alcohol-impaired driving deaths, and 4,306 injuries. NHTSA research shows IIDs reduce recidivism by up 
to 70 percent while installed.  

To date in Virginia, IIDs have prevented people from drinking and driving more than 368,000 times since 
2006, including 40,971 times when a driver was above the legal BAC limit of .08, according to MADD. 

HB 561 will increase protection for roadway users while allowing people with DWI convictions to safely 
continue driving and meeting family and work obligations. We urge swift passage of HB 561 which will 
reduce crashes and injuries and save lives in Virginia. 

Sincerely,  

Morgan Dean, Manager, Public & Government Affairs, AAA Mid-Atlantic and Holly Dalby, Director of 
Public Affairs, AAA Tidewater 
mdean@aca.aaa.com dalby.holly@ace.aaa.com 

Catherine Chase, President, Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety 
cchase@saferoads.org 
 
Nick Steingart, Director of State Affairs, Alliance for Automotive Innovation 
Nsteingart@autosinnovate.org 
 
Christy King, Christopher King Foundation 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/ignitioninterlocks_811883_0.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S000145751630207X?via%3Dihub
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/sites/default/files/documents/VA-traffic-crash-2024.pdf
mailto:mdean@aca.aaa.com
mailto:dalby.holly@ace.aaa.com
mailto:cchase@saferoads.org
mailto:Nsteingart@autosinnovate.org
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christopherkingfoundation@gmail.com 
 
Tammy Gweedo McKee, Gweedo Memorial Foundation 
tammygweedomckee@gmail.com 
 
Natalie Draisin, Director, North American Office & United Nations Representative, FIA Foundation 
n.draisin@fiafoundation.org 
  
Bryna Clark-Braverman, Regional Executive Director, MADD Mid Atlantic 
bryna.clarkbraverman@madd.org 
 
Lorraine Martin, CEO, National Safety Council 
Juancarlos.payero@nsc.org 
 
Darrin Grondel, Director, National Alliance to Stop Impaired Driving (NASID) 
Darrin.grondel@responsibility.org 
 
Kelly Poulsen, Senior Vice President, Government Relations, Responsibility.org 
Kelly.poulsen@responsibility.org  
 
Brandy Nannini, Chief Government Affairs Officer, Smart Start 
Brandy.Nannini@smartstartinc.com 
 
Dale Mullen, Virginia Chiefs of Police 
DMullen@whitefordlaw.com 
 
Kurt Erickson, President and CEO, Washington Regional Alcohol Program 
Kurt@wrap.org 
 

mailto:christopherkingfoundation@gmail.com
mailto:tammygweedomckee@gmail.com
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mailto:Juancarlos.payero@nsc.org
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