ADVOCATES

March 13, 2026

The Honorable Edward P. Ra, Assembly Minority Leader
New York State Assembly

New York State Legislature

Legislative Office Building

Albany, New York 12248

Dear Leader Ra:

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety (Advocates), an alliance of consumer, safety, medical, public health and law
enforcement groups and insurance companies working together to pass highway and auto safety laws that prevent crashes,
save lives, reduce injuries, and contain costs, supports enactment of an intelligent speed assistance (ISA) program for
repeat speeding offenders. We urge you and the Assembly to support ISA, a critical and timely safety upgrade.

In 2024, there were an overall estimated 1,105 traffic fatalities in New York according to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA).? Speed is a major contributor to crashes in New York. In 2023, 31 percent of traffic
fatalities were speeding related.’ In addition to the physical and emotional burden, traffic crashes exact a financial toll.
Traffic crashes cause approximately $23.6 billion of economic damage to New York annually which is equivalent to a
“crash tax” of $1,214 per resident, according to a 2019 analysis.* When updated for inflation alone, in 2026, costs would
equate to about $30.7 billion.”

Active ISA is technology that can identify the speed limit in real time and limit the speed of vehicles exceeding the
specified threshold. A recent study on an ISA pilot program for city fleet vehicles in New York City, which involved 500
vehicles and over 2.9 million miles of driving, showed ISA produced a 64 percent reduction in overall time spent speeding
(more than 11 miles per hour [mph] over limit), including an 82 percent reduction in time spent speeding on higher-speed
roads (50 mph).® Due to the program’s success, it is now being expanded to 2,100 vehicles.’

ISA technology is urgently needed because excess speed contributes to both the frequency and severity of motor vehicle
crashes and proves especially dangerous for vulnerable road users (VRUSs) such as pedestrians, bicyclists and roadside
first responders who lack the protective structure of a vehicle. Small increases in speed cause serious declines in safety.
The average risk of death for a pedestrian is 10 percent at an impact speed of 23 mph, 25 percent at 32 mph, and 50
percent at 42 mph.® Vehicle occupants suffer its impacts as well, crash tests showed that modest five to 10 mph increases
in speed can have a severe impact on a driver’s risk of injury or death.’

We support both S. 4045/A. 2299, which has been incorporated into the Senate budget resolution, to create an [ISA
program and Governor Hochul’s proposal in Part D of the proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 Executive Budget which
authorizes New York City to establish a new ISA pilot program for repeat speeding offenders. While ISA is not in the
Assembly budget resolution, we encourage the Assembly to support ISA in the final budget.

We strongly urge you to support ISA. Last year Virginia and Washington became the first states to enact ISA laws,
following the District of Columbia doing so in 2024, and many states have pending ISA legislation this year. New York
can become a leader in this emerging safety trend and save lives by enacting ISA. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Catherine Chase, President
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