
   

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
February 9, 2026  
 
The Honorable Leo Biasiucci, Chair 
The Honorable Teresa Martinez, Vice-Chair 
And Committee members of House, Transportation and Infrastructure    
                         
On behalf of our organizations, we urge your support of HB 2573, by Representative Teresa Martinez, 
which eliminates the 45-day hard suspension in favor of ordering an ignition interlock and allowing for 
judicial flexibility. This law would allow offenders to install an ignition interlock sooner and obtain a 
special restricted license. This is a best practice since the American Association of Motor Vehicle 
Administrators estimates that 75 percent of people continue to drive on a suspended license.  
 
In Arizona in 2024, there were 5, 520 impaired-driving-related crashes, according to the Arizona 
Department of Transportation (Source: 2024 Motor Vehicle Crash Facts for the State of Arizona). Of 
those 347 people were killed on the roadways of Arizona and 3, 576 were injured. The economic loss 
due to alcohol-related crashes in Arizona for 2025 was over $4 million. Ignition interlocks are among the 
most effective countermeasures to curb impaired driving. Studies show that ignition interlocks reduce 
recidivism—by up to 70%—among all offenders while they are installed.  
 
From 2006 to 2024, in Arizona, ignition interlocks have prevented DUI offenders from attempting to 
drink and drive more than 1.7 million times. HB 2573 protects people on the roadways while still 
allowing drivers to safely continue driving and meeting family and work obligations. We urge you to 
quickly pass this legislation. It will save lives. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Michelle Donati, Director, Government Affairs, AAA Arizona 
michelle.donati@mwg.aaa.com 
 
Catherine Chase, President, Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety 
cchase@saferoads.org 
 
Andy Deloney, Senior Vice President & Head of State Public Policy, Distilled Spirits Council of the United 
States  
Andy.Deloney@distilledspirits.org 
 
Laurel Petsas, MADD Arizona, 
laurel.petsas@madd.org 
 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/ignitioninterlocks_811883_112619.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/impaired-driving/media/pdfs/Ignition-Interlock_Successful_Practices_for_States-a_1.pdf


   

Dr. Darrin Grondel, Director, National Alliance to Stop Impaired Driving 
Darrin.grondel@responsibility.org  
 
Lorraine Martin, CEO, National Safety Council 
juancarlos.payero@nsc.org 
 
Kelly Poulsen, Vice President of Government Relations, Responsibility.org 
Kelly.Poulsen@Responsibility.org 
 
Debra Coffey, Board Member, Safety and Advocacy for Empowerment 
Debra@safedrive.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 


