
                     
     

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
April 2, 2026 
 
On behalf of our organizations, we urge your support and swift passage of SB 278, which eliminates the ability to 
wait out the Ignition interlock period. While all states have passed Ignition Interlock (IID) laws, too many people 
still drive while impaired and cause crashes, injuries, and fatalities. States are addressing this issue by closing 
gaps in their IID laws that can be major obstacles to their effectiveness and use. This statutory change closes 
loopholes in state law that allow DUI offenders to wait out their license suspension period without practicing sober 
driving with an IID. This is common sense. If an individual chooses not to drive during the license revocation period 
and applies for reinstatement at the end of that period, the department shall not reinstate the license until proof of 
IID installation is provided. Once proof is submitted and the license is reinstated, the required IID usage period 
shall begin on the date of reinstatement. 
 
In Louisiana, ignition interlocks have stopped 190,793 attempts to drive with a BAC of 0.08 or higher since 2006. In 
2024 alone, ignition interlocks stopped 12,849 attempts to drive with a BAC of 0.08 or higher. Nationally, ignition 
interlocks have stopped over 36 million total attempts to drive drunk over the last 18 years. Ignition interlocks are a 
cost-effective and proven solution that reduces drunk driving recidivism and helps keep our nation’s roads safe for 
millions of motorists. 
 

•     Studies show that ignition interlocks reduce recidivism—by up to 70%— among first-time, repeat and 
high-risk offenders while they are installed.  
•    An article studying the effects of ignition interlock laws on fatal crashes between 1982 and 2013 found 
that mandatory laws for all offenders “would have significant public health benefit” and “are more 
effective at reducing alcohol-involved fatal crashes than laws requiring interlocks for segments of high-risk 
offenders.”  
•    Ignition interlocks are 74% more effective in reducing DUI recidivism than license suspension alone for 
first offenders during first 182 days after conviction, according to a 2016 study from the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles. 

 
This legislation will protect people on the roadways while still allowing drivers with DWIs to continue driving and 
meet family and work obligations. We respectfully request your support for this legislation.  
 
Sincerely,  
  
Don Redman, AAA Public Affairs Specialist II  
Redman.Donald@ace.aaa.com  
 
Tara Gill, Senior Director State and Federal Government Relations 
tgill@saferoads.org 
 
Chris Swonger, CEO of the Distilled Spirits Council of the United States and Responsibility.org 
Chris.swonger@distilledspirits.org  
 



 
Sunny Wall, Area Executive Director, Mothers Against Drunk Driving  
Sunny.house@MADD.org 
  
Dr. Darrin Grondel, Director, National Alliance to Stop Impaired Driving 
Darrin.grondel@responsibility.org  
 
Lorraine Martin, National Safety Council 
juancarlos.payero@nsc.org 
 
Kelly Poulsen, Vice President of Government Relations, Responsibility.org 
Kelly.Poulsen@Responsibility.org 
 
Jessica Hugdahl, Students Against Destructive Decisions 
jhugdahl@sadd.org 
 
Debra Coffey and Charlotte Sawyer, Board Member, Safety and Advocacy for Empowerment (SAFE) 
debra@safedrive.org 
     
 
 


